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ALICE MAUNDERS AND HOUSEHOLD ARRANGEMENTS 

WRM Actually just briefly, an ordinary day at McEvoys, who would be the first up in the 

morning? 

AM Me. 

WRM You were? 

AM Yes. 

WRM At what time? 

AM Five o’clock. 

WRM Five o’clock.  And so you would get up.  In winter it would be jolly cold, would it? 

AM Oh... 

WRM Yes.  You were up in the top of the house, frost overnight... 

AM That’s right; from five to half past I had to get up to get the fire going for the cook 

for the breakfast, you see, because the staff had their breakfast first before the family. 

WRM Oh, I see. 

AM So we were having our breakfast at about a quarter to seven in the morning, and 

before that I had taken the housekeeper her early morning cup of tea, and the butler 

one as well, and knocked them up, you see.  And they would be getting dressed while 

I came down and cut the bacon and put it in the pans and all that, ready for the staff. 

WRM And what time did the family get up? 
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AM Round about eight o’clock. 

WRM Yeah. 

AM Yes. 

WRM And what was the typical breakfast? 

AM Oh, a good breakfast.  Bacon, because he was in the bacon trade, you see?   

WRM It wouldn’t be that stuff that sizzles, you know? 

AM Oh-h, the smell it was gorgeous.  It used to hang in the game room, this bacon, until 

it was as hard as... you know?  The hams were as hard as a brick!  You nearly had 

have to have a saw to cut it, but ooh, the flavour.  And in the game room there was 

the pheasants and the snipe, and the maggots all dropping down on yer! 

WRM Gosh!  [Laughs] 

AM As yer went through... because they used to come through the nets, there used to be 

that many; and I used to pluck these pheasants for the oven and push all these 

maggots back into... oh...I used to... oh. 

WRM What, they ate the maggots as well, did they? 

AM They did, yeah, we pushed them back in yer see as part of the... oh yes, because the 

game was full of ‘em. 

WRM Was that part of the attraction? 

AM Part of the attraction, that’s what gave the flavour. 
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WRM Good heavens. 

AM They were in the breast, you know, and that bit that’s open? 

WRM Oh, gosh. 

AM Yes, they kept them; they didn’t use them until they were high, and that’s why they 

had so many sauces and condiments, you know, to flavour them.  Oh, but I used to 

hate to go in there. 

WRM And what did the family do during the morning usually? 

AM Well, Mrs McEvoy would come into the kitchen and she’d give her orders for the 

meal for the staff, for the luncheon, and what they wanted for dinner at night.  She’d 

do that, and Mr McEvoy more or less just went around the grounds, you know?  He 

didn’t seem to do any work at all, and he kept coming around and telling us how to 

use the fire extinguishers.  Everyone, once a month, we’d all be lined up and he’d 

show us how to do it.  They were all over, on the stairs and all over, these fire 

extinguishers; and we had to bang them down, you know?  [Laughs]  Don’t tell them 

all that! 

WRM Did they have games like croquet on the lawn and what not, outside on the lawn? 

AM They had the tennis court.  They had their own tennis court.  I don’t remember them 

playing croquet.  No, they had a tennis court, and the children were always there.  Of 

course, the children played games, you know?  They had their games, but they had 

the nursery. 

WRM What time was lunch usually? 
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AM Lunch was around about one o’clock, because by the time all the breakfasts were 

over time was going on.  The vegetables and everything had to be prepared.  Mostly I 

prepared them, or whoever helped cook would prepare them the night before for the 

next day.  And dinner was always at seven o’clock at night. 

WRM And everybody was expected to attend, were they, of the members of the family? 

AM Oh yes, the children were brought down from the nursery.  No, they only came down 

on a Sunday, the children.  They didn’t come down to dinner in the evening.  They 

didn’t come down at all really.  As they were getting older they were brought down 

for their Sunday lunch, but the younger ones didn’t come out of the nursery at all. 

WRM Didn’t they? 

AM No, all the washing was done up there, and it was like a little self-contained flat.  

There were the two night nurseries and the day nursery, and the children were taken 

for walks every day by these two nurses who took the children for walks. 

WRM And who would be there then for dinner on an ordinary day, just the mother and 

father? 

AM Just the family, just the mother and father. 

WRM And the older children, perhaps? 

AM Yes, at odd times, but just the two of them at night.  Sometimes Mrs McEvoy, if Mr 

McEvoy was away she’d just have two poached eggs.  [Laughs]  Oh, I used to love it 

when there wasn’t any dinner!  And when she’d been hunting, if she’d been to 

Bolton-by-Bowland at the hunting and she came home tired... and she was 
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beautifully dressed with a top hat and skirt.  Oh, I thought she was...  and she always 

changed for dinner at night.  And she’d black hair, rather Spanish looking; she 

always wore a red rose in her hair and this shawl with all these roses up over her 

shoulder.  And of course me, young, you know, I couldn’t get over it. 

WRM What was the last thing that happened at night?  I mean, at what time did the family 

go to bed? 

AM Well, I really couldn’t tell you that because I was ready for bed.  I used to be off.  Of 

course, cook used to say to me, ‘Now Alice, it’s time you were ...’ you know?  

WRM So you were first up...? 

AM I was first up, and first up to bed.  Yes, that’s right. 

WRM I see, so that worked out. 

 


