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1. Using oral history in the classroom 

Oral histories can be utilised to explore bias in the historical record.  (Both unintentional and intentional)  Viewpoints 

of the same topic or object can alter depending on the gender, previous knowledge, class, education, upbringing and 

health of the viewer.   These two suggested activities can help students to actively explore this historical concept. 

Biased Biros! 

Divide the class into smaller groups of four or five pupils.  Provide each group with a black biro (or pencils or rulers).  

Ask the groups to write a comprehensive description of their biro, without conferring with another group.  Remove 

the biros, deliberately mixing them up in the process.   Then ask students to read out their descriptions and attempt 

to match it to the correct pen.  This activity will help to demonstrate how we all have different viewpoints, also the 

significance of descriptive vocabulary. 

Seeking Sense 

Divide the class into smaller groups of four or five.  Task the groups to see how fast they can discover five ‘factoids’ 

about an unknown piece of household equipment, location or task found in ‘Extract 3’. i.e. cleaning the flues, 

washing posser, flat irons, the pantry etc.   Ask the groups to use different or combinations of sources i.e. the library 

or internet to prepare a short presentation to share their explanation of what they believe Alice Maunders was 

describing.  (They can use a variety of presentation styles i.e. role play, flip charts)  Once each group has presented 

their facts you might want to explore if they thought their sources of information were reliable and if their newly 

discovered information aides them to make sense of the past. 

2. Using Images and Video 

http://www.britishpathe.com/search/query/Gaelic/search-field/record_keywords 

British Pathé has over 3500 hours of filmed history dating across the 20th century.   It is available to view free of 

charge by schools, colleges and educational establishments.  The site features a newsroom dating from 1938 about 

the naming of a new steam engine after Giggleswick School, Settle. 

3. Alice Maunders in service 

Questions and discussion points that can be raised with KS1 & 2 include: 

Using Extracts 1, 2 & 5 

 The differences between rich and poor children i.e. living conditions, access to school. 

 Was it fair that working class girls could only get a job as a secretary in the shipyards? Why do they think 

some jobs were for ‘boys’ and others for ‘girls’?   

Using Extracts 3 & 4 

http://www.britishpathe.com/search/query/Gaelic/search-field/record_keywords
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 Explore changes & continuity in technology i.e. labour saving devices such as electric lights replacing lamps, 

hot water boiler for wash day.  Generating electricity on the wealthy private estate but still using flat irons. 

Using Extract 5 

 Food.  How was food stored and transported around the house?   

 Where did the different members of the household eat their meals? And did they have different or the same 

kinds of food? 

 


