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ALICE MAUNDERS AND THE MCEVOY HOUSEHOLD 

WRM What was the size of the staff at the McEvoy’s? 

AM Well, the staff... we’ll start from the two gardeners.  They had a head gardener and an 

under gardener.   

WRM Do you happen to know their names? 

AM Oh, Charlie Moore and... oh, now, what did they call the old man?  They had a 

daughter that went to college, she was a bit strict... 

WRM Not to worry. 

AM I don’t know what they called the old man, because he was quite an old man, but 

Charlie Moore, he lives at Richmond.  Well, he did live at Richmond but he’s gone 

down to Nuneaton now.  He married a Settle girl.  So there was the two gardeners, 

there was the cook-housekeeper... 

WRM What was her name? 

AM Mrs Mills.  They always called her ‘Mrs’, but whether she was a ‘Miss’ or a ‘Mrs, I 

wouldn’t know.  But they always called cook-housekeepers ‘Mrs’ whether they were 

married or not.  And Mr Johnson was the butler, and he actually served with Mr 

McEvoy, he was his batman in the First World War and he brought him with him.  

And there was the Norland nanny for the children, the head nanny.  

WRM What was her name? 

AM Oh, I don’t know. 
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WRM It doesn’t matter. 

AM But the under nurse was Elizabeth, Betsy we called her, and she married Billy 

Armistead in the end.  She was under her.  Then there was... of course they kept 

changing the girls, you know.  Then there was the head housemaid and the under 

housemaid, and the little ‘between’ maid which was me. 

WRM What did a ‘between’ maid do? 

AM Went from the kitchen to the pantry.  They worked from there, took the food and 

prepared all the vegetables.  Because I wanted to be a cook, I was under the cook.  

They took all the dishes from the kitchen to the butler’s pantry to be served for the 

family when they were having dinner; and they called them the ‘between’ maid.  

They worked from the kitchen to the pantry.   

WRM I see, yes. 

AM And then you moved from that into the dining room.  So I went into the dining room 

afterward. 

WRM Was there anyone below you now in the house? 

AM Well, when I went into the pantry they got another ‘between’ maid; I had to help the 

butler, and then I gradually worked my way upstairs, up to the upstairs maid.  And of 

course the strike was finished a long time before then.  

WRM So just to recap, in the house you had the cook-housekeeper...?  

AM The cook-housekeeper, the butler, the pantry maid, the under butler, and upstairs 

they had the nanny, the children’s nanny and the under nanny, and 



 

 3 

Registered Charity No. 11141649                                                              

Company No. 7515653 

 

they had the head housemaid and the between maid and the kitchen maid. 

WRM Good heavens. 

AM Yes, and apart from that they had those two washerwomen that I was telling you 

about, they came every day from Settle, they walked up from Settle. 

WRM Can you remember their names? 

AM Well, Mrs Humphreys was one.  You know, one of the Humphreys... do you 

remember one living with Ernie Gilchrist? 

WRM Yes. 

AM His wife was one. 

WRM And these washerwomen walked up from Settle and they never went into the house 

did they? 

AM No, never.  No, because they were down where the dog kennels were, next to the 

kennels what I was telling you where the beagles were, and they came every day and 

when it was very bad... oh, and they had Johnson.  They made their own electricity 

and he was the sort of handyman, and he used to light the boiler, the fire, and look 

after that, so that was another one.  They had a staff of eleven or twelve staff all told. 

WRM And how did they make their electricity? 

AM Well, he made it.  They had a motor down where the kennels were in the stables, 

where the stables were. 

WRM Good heavens. 
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AM They made their own electricity.  Before that we had what they called the lamp room, 

and there were all these beautiful lamps, and that was one of Johnson’s, the butler’s 

job to see to these lamps, polish them... but then they started making electricity while 

I was there.  Of course there were all these rows and rows... a lamp for every room.  

And a great big kitchen range.  And I had a chain, at fifteen and a half you can 

imagine, getting up at five o’clock in the morning to clean these flues with this huge 

chain. 

WRM How did you do that?  A chain, was it? 

AM A chain that went down the back of the flue. 

WRM Oh, I see. 

AM And it was on a like a poker, a huge stick chain, to get rid of all the soot.  And then I 

had to light the fire, and I had a cup of tea to take up to the cook-housekeeper before, 

and I had the front steps and the back steps to do, before seven o’clock in the 

morning. 

WRM Heavens, yes.  These washerwomen did they have old-fashioned irons and things? 

AM Oh, yes.  They had wooden tubs.  There were wooden tubs, the tap was there and the 

tubs would be about, oh, as big as that; they weren’t metal they were wood.  Wood 

tubs.  And everything was done with a posser and the two of them would wash one 

day, and then they’d iron the next day.  Then they’d come back the following day 

and wash again and then iron, with this big stove and there must have been about 

twenty flat irons all around.  Well, that was that handyman’s job, to get that boiler 
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going for them with the hot water so they could wash.  Because when you come to 

think, there was all the staff aprons, all the uniform, and everything to wash for. 

WRM These were highly starched, were they? 

AM Highly starched, yes, great big baskets [full], because I was the one that used to help 

to... with one of the other men. 

WRM Then of course all the family; I mean, they’d got clothes galore, hadn’t they? 

AM Oh yes, but there was a lot of...  theirs were kept separate to ours.  The staff basket... 

 


