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JOHN KEAVEY AND YORKSHIRE FOLK 

JK It’s a lovely photograph.  It takes me back, you know, to my early days. 

WRM Yes, this particular book would... I’m not sure which towns they cover; I don’t think 

Leeds will come into it very much.  It’ll be heavy woollen industry, Huddersfield, 

Halifax, Bradford, that sort of area, and each little town would have a distinct 

characteristic, wouldn’t it? 

JK Well, I had an unusual link with those towns because as I mentioned I helped to form 

a cycling club in ’38.  The background was in those days of course that I was a 

Roman Catholic.  Now we had to go to Church on Sunday, and the problem was that 

the average cycling club, their times for starting runs were not geared to church 

services at all.  So it meant that if we wanted to take up serious cycling we’d to spend 

half of Sunday morning chasing the club which had set off an hour earlier.  So some 

of us got together and we formed our own club in Leeds.  The essential part was we 

went to Church together and then we set off.  Now some of the clubs had been 

started in Lancashire, so we tried to spread our activity and we did eventually have 

clubs in the heavy woollen district, in Bradford, Sheffield, Halifax, Huddersfield and 

so on, and in ’38 and ’39 it was one of my jobs for the national organisation that was 

being to developed to encourage parishes or groups of interested cyclists in these 

towns to develop their own club.  And it took me quite a lot in that time into the 

heavy woollen district and I certainly did notice differences.  I think that the 

dominant one was that Leeds was a more prosperous and a more cosmopolitan place 

than any of the valley towns were. 

WRM The valley towns would virtually live for themselves, wouldn’t they? 
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JK They were, yes.  They were little, closed-in communities.  Now I remember going to 

one family at Gomersal where the secretary for the heavy woollen district club that 

we had formed was, and they regarded Dewsbury people almost as people living in 

another country.  Although they would go to Dewsbury sometimes and it wasn’t out 

of reach or anything, but Dewsbury was regarded as a completely different 

community to Batley, Gomersal and Birstall.  I think they felt that they had more 

community links with Batley than with Dewsbury.  This of course may have been 

due to the very different spread of textile activity.  I mean, Batley was shoddy, 

wasn’t it; Dewsbury was a more better quality type of textile industry. 

WRM The West Riding man is a very outgoing sort of person though basically, isn’t he?   I 

mean, there’s no subterfuge about him.  He’s kind of proudly Yorkshire and will 

shout from the house tops about his... he’s not particularly taciturn and he loves to 

brag.  [Laughs]  You know? 

JK Yes, sometimes perhaps aggressively so.   

WRM Yes. 

JK Yes, I think this is again something that I would notice in the valleys.  If you were on 

tour, and the Lake District was a very favourite spot, one could pick out... I mean, the 

Geordies for example were very much always in a group.  If a group of Geordies 

came over they stuck out, their habits were different to ours of West Yorkshire and in 

some respects I think perhaps there was a similarity between them and some of the 

textile districts.  They, I think, seemed to enjoy themselves more vigorously and in a 

more outward fashion than we did in Leeds.  This may have been partly my 

upbringing, I don’t know, but I got the impression that Leeds people enjoyed 
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themselves with pursed lips whereas the Bradford and the heavy woollen people let 

out a great yell and enjoyed themselves.  I don’t know if that’s typical, but that’s 

certainly my recollection of Leeds.  We enjoyed ourselves in Leeds I’m not saying 

we didn’t... 

 

 


